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Do  not  assume  content  reflects  current 
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FARM  SCISNOE  SNAPSHOTS 


,  H^lrnvduji  ,  7,  1929. 


HOT  FOR  PUBLICATION 


AMOUNGEtCENT:    Each  week  this  Station  presents  the  Farm  Science  Snapshots  pre- 
pared hy  the  United  States  Department  of  Agriculture,    Some  of  these  Snapshots 
may  aid  you  in  solving  problems  on  your  own  farm.    We  have  quite  a  number  of 
interesting  Snapshots  this  week.    Here  they  go — 

 000-000 — 

Recently  an  aBrial  survey  expedition  of  the  Forest  Service  of  the 
United  States  Department  of  Agriculture  discovered  a  20,000  horsepower  water- 
fall or  power  site.    This  location  is  in  the  Tongass  National  Forest  in  south- 
eastern Alaska. These  aerial  survey  expeditions  are  making  surveys  of  lakes, 
streams,  and  other  topographical  features  of  the  country  which  could  not  he 
quickly  and  accurately  mapped  except  by  airplane. 


We  are  still  after  the  corn  borer.    The  United  States  Department  of 
Agriculture  has  just  issued  Miscellaneous  Publication  Number  56-M  which  describe; 
"Low  Cutting  Devices  for  Harvesting  Corn",    These  devices  have  now  been  worked 
out  for  4  makes  of  corn  binders.    Low  cutting  of  corn  helps  to  control  corn 
borers,  the  insect  fighters  have  found. 


The  Secretary  of  the  United  States  Department  of  Agriculture  has  just 
asked  Professor  H.  J.  Qoaj'le.of  the  University  of  California,  to  go  to  the 
countries  bordering       the  Mediterranean  Sea  and  make  a  thorou^  and  complete 
study  of  the  fruit  fly  in  order  that  the  Department  may  gain  additional  infor- 
mation on  this  situation.    Professor  Quayle  and  his  staff  have  been  supplied 
by  Allison  V,  Armour,  wealthy  New  York  patron  of  science,  with  an  especially 
equipped  ship  for  this  survey.    Everything  that  is  humanly  possible  is  being 
done  to  starrip  out  this  pest.    Money,  men,  and  science  are  all  working  for  fruit 
fly  eradication. 


***** 


Forest  fires  are  beautiful  at  nightv  but  they  are  both  dangerous  and 
expensive.    We  used  to  let  them  burn,  but  today  we  are  rapidly  stamping  out 
forest  fires.     Seventy  per  cent  or  nearly  3/4  of  all  pur  forest  land  in  this 
country  is  now  protected  by  some  kind  or  organized  fire  protection.    Is  this 
protection  efficient?    In    1928  the  Gulf  States  reported  99,000  fires  on  un^ 
protected  lands  and  12,000  on  protected.    This  is  information  just  released  by 
the  Forest  Service  of  the  United  States  Department  of  Agricultiire  which  further 
states  that  nearly  thirty  million  additional  acres  of  forest  lands  were  placed 
under  fire  control  last  year. 
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"Cotton-Louse  Control"  is  tKe  title  of  Leaflet  muriber  53  just  issued 
by  the  United  States  Department  of  Agriculture.    It  contain^  condensed  informa- 
tion on  the  cotton-louse  subject, 

***** 

The  Government  will  prosecute  for  altering  farm  products  inspection  cer- 
tificates.   This  is  information  just  given  out  because  some  of  these  certificatet 
have  "been  found  to  be  altered  or  changed  from  the  original. 

***** 

The  Georgia  Agricultural  Experiment  Station  has  found  that  the  "Young 
Dewberry"  does  well  in  that  State,     It  is  doing  better  and  showing  better  re suit f 
than  any  of  the  other  63  dewberry  varieties  now  under  test  by  the  station. 

***** 

this  winter 

Loolsas  if  we  are  going  to  have  plenty  of  buttei/.    There  is  more  cream- 
ery butter  in  storage  now  than  at  this  time  last  year.    There  is  also  more 
cheese,  and  slightly  more  meat.    Not  quite  so  many  eggs  as  last  year,  but  a 
little  more  frozen  poultry, 

***** 

The  United  Ttates  Department  of  Agricr.lt.u'e  has  just  issued  new  Farmers* 
Bulletin  Itumber  1594  on  'Preparation  of  Bunched  Beets,  Carrots,  and  Turnips  for 
Market,'    It's  well  illustrated,  and  we  suggest  you  get  your  copy  now  if  you 
grow  any  of  these  crops  for  market, 

***** 

The  Colorado  Agricultural  Experiment  Station  has  been  making  some  tests 
of  * smooth-awned''  barley  for  feeding  purposes.     It  found  that  barley  awns  are 
objectionable,  troublesome  and  harmful  to  some  animals  when  used  as  a  feed. 
Comfort  and  Trebi  are  two  awnless  varieties-^     They  produce  a  little  less  than 
the  awned  varieties,  but  are  better  for  feed  because  the  objectionable  awns, 
are  missing, 

***** 

Soon  visitors  to  the  National  Capital  are  going  to  have  a  very  fine  road 
between  the  old  homes  of  George  Washington  and  Robert  E.  Lee.    Bids  were  re- 
quested last  i7eek  for  5  fills  on  this  highway*    The  Bureau  of  Public  Roads  of 
the  United  States  Department  of  Agriculture  is  handling  these  bids,  and  the  hi^- 
way  is  to  be  known  a.e  Mt.  Vernon  Memorial  Highway.     It  is  to  extend  from  the 
end  of  the  MemorisJ.  Bridge  in  Washington,  up  by  Lee's  home  and  on  down  the  Poto- 
mac River  to  Mt,  Vernon, 

***** 

Keep  a  sharp  lookout  on  rural  water  supplies  for  human  use,    Water  may 
carry  aisease  germs  which  are  often  hanaful.    Keep  surfacfe  water  out  of  wells, 
springs,  or  your  source  of  drinking  water.    Watch  your  water  supply.  Testing 
it  occasionally  is  a  good  safe  policy.    See  your  own  State  Health  Officer  about 
making  tests.     These  pointers  come  from  Separate  from  1928  Yearbook  of  Agricul- 
ture and  is  JJumber  1040, 

***** 
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Do  you.  make  dressSfe  for  the  children?    If  so  you  will  want  Leaflet  lumber 
26  on  DEESSES  FOR  THE  LITTLE  GIEL.    It  is  illustrated,  and  comes  from  the 
United  States  Department  of  Agriculture  at  Washington. 

3(C  1^  3(t  sjt  i(t 

The  Virginia  Truck  Experiment  Station  has  just  completed  8  years  of  fer- 
tilizer tests  with  the  BIG  STEM  JERSEY  variety  of  sweet  potatoes.    It  found 
that  a  fertilizer  mixture  furnishing  approximately  30  pounds  of  ammonia,  30 
pounds  of  phosphoric  acid,  and  150  poxinds  of  potash  per  acre  is  "best  for  the 
Jersey  type  sweet  potatoes  on  soils  of  moderate  fertility.     This  is  a  Virginia 
experiment  and  should  not  he  followed  in  other  sweet  potato  growing  States  withr- 
out  first  consulting  your  own  agricultural  experiment  station,  or  your  county 
agent . 

***** 

A  revised  Farmers ^  Bulletin  Numher  1064-F  is  now  availahle  on  "Production 
of  Late  or  Ifein-Crop  Potatoes."    Write  the  United  States  Department  of  Agricul- 
ture if  you  want  a  copy  of  this  "bulletin. 

***** 

The  Oregon  Agricultural  Experiment  Station  has  been  studying  ways  of 
improving  the  quality  and  uniformity  of  dried  prunes.     It  has  devised  a  flota- 
tion method  v.hich  saocessfully  uses  salt  or  f-jgar  solutions  of  different  densi- 
ties to  grade  "both  the  fresh  fruit  and  the  dixed  product.    The  method  appears 
to  have  its  most  useful  application  in  separating  the  fresh  fruit  into  maturity 
grades  which  give  uniform  grades  of  dried  prunes. 

SjC  J^I      3^  3)1 

Uncle  Sam's  Dairy  Farm  at  Beltsville,  Maryland  is  using  a  new  kind  of 
machine  milking  system.    The  milking  unit  is  of  standard  make,  "but  instead  of 
into  the  portable  milk  "bucket,  the  milk  is  c."?awn  into  a  stationary  unhreakahle 
glass  "box  between  the  stalls  and  just  above  the  cow.    The  operator  can  watch 
the  rate  of  milking  all  the  time,  and  scales  weigh  the  milk  when  the  cow  is 
finished.    From  the  glass  box  the  milk  goes  throu^  a  pipe  to  a  big  tank.  The 
milk  does  not  come  in  contact  with  air  or  human  hands,  and  is  therefore,  very 
clean. 

*ii(*** 

If  yov  want  to  know  how  strong  our  North  American  woods  ar"e,  write  the 
United  State department  of  Agriculture  and  ask  for  Miscellaneous  publication 
Number  46  on  STRENGTH  OF  NORTH  AMERICAN  WOODS. 

***** 

The  United  States  Civil  Service  Commission  has  ajinounced  examinations  for 
Scientific  Aid  (Western  Irrigation  Agriculture)  at  $1800  to  $2100  per  year;  and 
Junior  Zoologist  at  $2000  to  $2500.,  per  year.    Applications  for  these  positions 
must  be  on  file  with  the  Commission  in  Washington,  not  later  than  September  24, 
Full  information  may  be  had  from  the  United  States  Civil  Service  Commission  at 
Washington, 
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A^TI-TOinJCEl/[Sl(T:    Jhe  puolications  mentioned  in  these  Snapshots  may  "be  had  "by  writ 

ing  this  station  or  direct  to  the  United  States  !Department  of  Agriculture 

Washington,  D.  C.    WE'LL  RIPEAT  THE  NUMBERS  AM)  TITLES  AGAIN  TO  HELP  YOU  REMEM- 
BER THEM.    LEAELET  No,  53,  on  "COTTON-LOUSE  CONTROL."    EARJ.IERS'  BULLETIN  N. 
1594,  on  "PREPARATION  OF  BUNCHED  BEETS,  Ci\RROTS  m)  TURNIPS  FOR  MARKET."  SEPA- 
RATE No.  1040,  1928  YEARBOOK  OF  AGRICULTURE,  on  "RUR/\L  WATER  SUPPLY."  LEAMT 
No,  26,  "DRESSES  FOR  THE  LITTLE  GIRL."    MISCELLANEOUS  PUBLICATION  No,  46,  on 
"THE  STRENGTH  OF  NORTH  AMERICAN  WOODS." 
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NOT  FOR  FIBLICATION 


AITNOUNCEMEFT:    Each  week  Station  presents  the  Farm  Science  Snapshots,  pre- 

pared  hy  the  United  States  Department  of  Agriculture.    These  Snapshots  give  inter- 
esting views  of  agricultural  research  throughout  the  country 
help  you  in  the  solution  of  your  own  problem. 


Some  of  them  may 


Secretary  of  Agriculture  Arthur  M.  Hyde,  advocated  a  reduction  in  the  a- 
mount  of  low  grade  farm  lands  now  under  cultivation,  and  their  conversion  to  timber 
growing,  in  a  recent  letter  to  the  Michigan  Kiwanis  Clubs.    Among  other  things  he 
said,  "Marginal  lands  whose  yield  is  low,  cost  of  production  so  high,  as  to  make 
profitable  farming  impossible  ought  not  to  be  farmed.    They  produce  farm  products 
...  at  a  prohibitive  cost.    They  take  a  heavy  toll  .  .  .  through  erosion.  They 
depress  the  price  of  products  from  farms  which  might  otherwise  be  prosperous.  They 
afford  a  standard  of  education  f-.r  below  the  average.    "Put  these  lands  m  timber, 
is  Secretr.ry  Hyde's  suggestion. 

***** 

Dairy  products  brought  farmers  some  three  billion  dollars  last  year.  This 
amounts  to  26  per  cent  of  the  total  value  of  all  agricultural  produce.     In  recent 


years  domestic  dairy  products  supplied  99  per  cent  of  the  nation's  needs 
running  an  industry  on  "a  close  margin." 


That '  s 


"Making  Cellars  Dry"  is  the  title  of  a  new  Farmers '  Bulletin  No.  1572-F. 
Better  get  this  illustrated  bulletin  if  you  have  wet,  musty  cellars.  Write  the 
United  Str-tes  Department  of  Agriculture,  or  station  . 

***** 

No  need  to  tramp  silnge,  is  the  information  from  Uncle  Sam's  dairy  farm  at 
Beltsville,  Iferyland.    Untrainped  it  keeps  as  well  as  when  tramped,  and  you  don't 
get  any  more  silage  in  the  silo  by  tramping.    This  applies  when  the  corn  is  harvest, 
ed  at  the  right  stage  of  maturity  and  put  in  the  silo  at  the  rate  of  about  50  tons 
per  day. 

***** 

mien  you  find  small,  blackish,  white-winged  'ants"  flying  in  large  numbers 
in  your  house  in  the  spring  and  fall,  do  not  sweep  them  up,  thinking  they  are  raerel 
outdoor  ants.    They  may  be    tcrnxltoQ-  or  'white  ants.'  destroying  the  woodwork  of 
your  home.    Leaflet  No.  just  issued  by  the  United  States  Department  of  Agri- 

culture is  on  "Termites  in  Buildings."    If  these  ants  are  p'estering  your  premises 
-.he  leaflet  will  tell  you  how  to  get  rid  of  them.     If  you  are  planning  to  build  it 
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Crickets  are  a  serious  cotton  pest  in  California    accordins    to  a  statement 
just  issued  by  the  United  States  Department  of  JigricultTire.    Crickets  seem  to  "be 
most  destructive  when  cotton  follows  barley,  and  small  grains  and  according  to  the 
specialists,  this  is  not  good  farming  anyway,  and  should  be  avoided  as  f^.r  as  pos- 
sible.    CIECUL&H  75-C,  "THE  TRUE  CRICKET  A  SERIOUS  COTTON  PEST  111  CAIIPORITIA," 

describes  means  of  control. 

***** 

Don't  be  afraid  of  food  colors  if  they  are  certified  by  United  States  Depart- 
ment of  Agriculture.  These  certified  colors  are  both  harmless  and  pure.  Write  for 
Separate  from  Yearbook  of  Agricxature  for  1928  Ho.  1039.  It  may  help  you  in  select- 
ing food  colors. 

)(C  ifc  !(C  )fC3fC 

Small  patches  of  Canada  thistles  and  quack  grass  can  be  killed  by  spraying 
with  a  solution  of  sodium  chlorate  more  easily  than  by  cultivation.     Several  west- 
ern states  are  using  this  treatment  now  with  good  results,  according  to  the  Ohio 
Agricultural  Experiment  Station. 

The  United  States  Agricultural  Extension  program  started  many  years  ago.  It 
had  1,800  workers  and  three  and  one-half  million  dollars  when  the  Smith-Lever  Act 
passed  in  1914.    Today  the  48  States  and  Hawaii  have  nearly  6,000  Extension  workers 
and  a  budget  of  $23,000,000.    One  of  the  big  things  the  Extension  workers  point  to 
is  to  the  training,  in  the  last  15  years,  of  5,000,000  4-H  club  boys  and  girls. 
They  in  turn  are  helptng  to  make  better  homes,  and  better  living, 

*iKllf*itt 

A  new  Farmers'  Bulletin  is  just  off  the  press.     It  is  No.  1597-F  and  is 
on  the  PRODUCTION  OF  JIOHNSON  GRASS  FOR  HAY  AND  PASTURE.     I  suggest  you  write  for 
your  copy  of  this  bulletin  if  interested  in  growing  Johnson  Grass,  and  if  you  want 
to  know  how  to  get  rid  of  it,  ask  for  Farmers'  Bulletin  No.  1537-F. 

***** 

The  Oregon  Agricult\iral  Experiment  Station  has  fo-ond  that  feeding  turnips  to 
cows  before  milking  may  give  the  milk  and  butter  an  objectionable  odor.    T^his  is  es- 
tcue  with  turnips  that  have  begun  to  rot.    Feeding  turnips,  even  in  large  q-oantitier 
after  milking,  does  not  produce  off-flavors  in  butter. 

Every  day  and  every  night  we  are  eating  more  and  more  ice  cream.  That's 
according  to  Uncle  Sam's  figures  compiled  by  the  Department  of  Agriculture.  In 
1910  we  ate  about  one  gallon  of  ice  cream  per  person  in  this  country. 
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In  1919  it  was     2v4  gallons 
1925  2.7  " 

1927  2.8  " 

1928  2.9 

tio.st  year  we  ate  348,000,000  gallons  of  ice  cream  and  asked  for  more.  More 
th&n  2,000  ice  cream  factories  axe  running  ftill  tilt  trying  to  keep  ice  cream  cone 
and  sundae  dishes  filled.    And  all  of  them  "buy  their  raw  material  from  farmers. 

The  outlook  for  strawberry  growers  is  good,  according  to  a  report  from  the 
United  States  Department  of  Agriculture.     In  fact,  it  is  better  than  at  ajiy  time 
since  1926,    A  7  per  cent  reduction  in  acreage  probably  will  cut  the  yield  and 
should  help  the  price.    It  is  estimated  that  there  will  be  183,000  acres  to  pick 
in  1930  compared  with  197,000  acres  picked  in  1929,  and  205,000  acres  in  1928. 
14,000  acres  of  this  shrinkage  will  come  in  the  States  of  Arkansas,  Missouri, 

Kentucky,  and  Tennessee  where  about  25  per  cent  of  the  commercial  strav;berries 

axe  grown. 

***** 

Does  vanilla  flavor  freeze  out  of  iv-^e  cream?    Not  on  your  life.     It  stays 
right  there.    This  is  according  to  the  Michigan  Agricultural  Experiment  Station. 

4ei(r**a|l 

AMOUNCEMT;    Did  you  get  those  bulletin  numbers?    MAKING  CELLARS  D£Y  is  Farmers* 
Bulletin  ITo.  1572-E.    TEHAITES  IN  BUILDINGS  is  le^^flet  No.  31-L.     FOOD  COLOES  is 
Separate  No.  1039,'  and  the  PRODUCTION  OF  JOHNSON  GRASS  FOR  HAY  AND  PASTURAGE  is 
Farmers'    Bulletin  No.  1597-F. 
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ment  stations.    We  trf  to  hi Ttv-f^ ■  !       !  agricultural  ejiperi- 

broadcast.         hope  Sa    some  of  the^f,.'f  development  In  this 

and  assistance  to'^.o;"    So  "Le  we  gof     '  ""'"'"^^  ""^       °^  ^^1- 

have  heeillidljg'ou?''  ?!5*ecL'o'"1°'r  ^^i^'^"^''^  °f  'he  agricultural  world 
Ida  and  Texas^^fwer  "of  Sarlv  ™ta?  e%  T  r'^'^''^  *e  Flor- 

plant  6,000  more  IcrJs  thJl  iLf  !f       f       indicate  that  they  Intend  to 

about  o^erproductLn  prosSctf    Eco^^mi^f  tTVf,  '°  ^^^^^ 

this  year^e  a  =onside?2le  d  stSS  ?™I  the'dL^ef  T'^  °  ^"""^ 

breaks  In  potato  prices.  danger  of  overproduction  and 
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note  of'^LlLler'^^rp^UifrirLrf  r'^'  °'  "'^'^^ 

The  winter  wheat  proLcer  tfe  co^trv^^  ^  economists. 
101  acres  this  fafl  foreLh loST^f^       I  apparently  intend  to  sow  about 

in  the  offing  is  that  ^e  ::L\t'be    Se'  :h:t  in'?93o'  ''''  °'  ''f  •  ^^^^^ 

world  over  will  be  as  low  nprt  7.  ^  ^^^^''S  wheat  yields  the 

ahead  still  further    the  enn^Lff  ^^^^  ^^^^^    ^'i'  looking 

toward  expan         of'acrSa^e  ?n  t\'«'  °^         general  tendency 
very  douUful  whethe^pr^fL  of  wL'^r^^'^^'j'^^"''"^  countries,  it  seems 

will  average  much  above  the  levels  of  tL"?  f  ^^^^^ 
conditions  result  in  a  serLs^lf^nf^ny ^ie/dr^'  -^-^^avorable 

*  Hi  l|c  ^  3|c 

ton  heif  L':^:^°t'ef  st:s:'^:'^n°"ro%\T^*^  °* 

than  that  on  hand  togust  1,  1928.  ^^^'^  "^^  "  S-^^de 
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servlce^^ui:  s^StedTfhrLS^Il'^^r'^Tf  ^  ^-^"^ 
City,  South  Carolina.  In  the  fourth  T  f,;^^™"^al  Ea>  nomlos  at  Lato 
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Well  now,  let's  ^^e  What  the  chemists,  and  physicists,  and  hacteriol- 
ogists,  and  who  not,  in  the  world  of  scientists  have  "been  doing  this  last 
week.    First  of  all  We  note  that  Dr.  Oswald  Schreiner,  noted  Federal  soil 
chemist,  has  reported'  that  it  is  now  an  established  fact  that  the  element 
manganese  is  essential  to  plant'  growth.    Most  soils  in  this  country,  however, 
have  enough  manganese.    Where  manganese  is  lacking,  putting  it  in  with  the 
fei'tilizer  mixture  in  as  small  quantities  as  50  pounds  to  the  acre  may  make 
the  difference  hetween  a  good  crop  and  a  failure, 

fertilizer  scientists  are  very  much  in  the  puhlic  eye  these  days, 
lipt  only  are  they  developing  new  fertilizing  suhstances;  they  are  trying  to 
find  efficient  methods  of  applying  these  new  substances  to  your  soil.  Pres- 
ent day  machinery  is  only  about  50  per  cent  efficient  in  applying  fertilizer 
to  the  land,  say  the  specialists.    Chemists  are  improving  not  the  machinery, 
but  the  smoothness  of  texture  of  the  fertilizers  so  they  will  easily  pass 
throu^  the  machinery.    They  report  encouraging  progress. 

Now  here's  a  bit  of  practical  science  for  all  of  you  who  live  in  the 
northern  regions,    IJie  dairy  specialists  of  Federal  and  State  experiment  star- 
tions  in  North  Dakota  have  found  a  new  solution  of  the  refrigeration  problem, 
They  dig  a  big  pit  in  the  gro\md,  board  it  up  with  lumber,  pour  in  water  in 
small  quantities,  beginning  in  January,    By  the  end  of  February  they  have  a 
solid  cake  of  ice  eight  feet  square  and  6-I/2  feet  deep.    All  througli  the 
very  hot  summer  of  1929  this  big  block  of  ice  refrigerated  milk  and  cream  and 
other  perishable  foods  perfectly.    Here's  a  tipj    If  you  are  interested  in 
this  write  to  the  Department  of  Agriculture  at  Washington,  D,  C. ,  and  ask  for 
the  details* 

3|(  3|C  3)C  Sfl 

The  agricultural  engineers  plan  to  study  farm  structures  and  draw  up 
standard  recommendations  for  the  different  types  of  buildings  needed  on  the 
farmstead,    A  group  of  these  engineers  met  recently  in  Washington  and  adopted 
a  program  of  study  which  will  be  carried  out  by  one  of  their  number  attached 
to  the  Bureau  of  Public  Roads  in  the  U,  S,  Department  of  Agriculture, 

It  is  encouraging  to  note  the  successful  team  work  betvTeen  scientists 
and  farmers.    The  scientists  worked  out  methods  of  controlling  the  HessiaH 
fly,  insect  eneny  of  wheat.    Farmers  applied  the  methods.    Result:  Since 
1919,  says  Dr.  W,  H,  Larrimer,  entomologist,  there  has  been  no  general  out- 
break of  the  fly;  only  local  damage  where  control  measures  were  forgotten  by 
farmers  for  a  season,    Dr,  Larrimer  points  to  a  few  critical  areas  this  year 
where  every  precaution  mast  be  exercised.    They  are  southern  PennsylvaJiia, 
western  Virginia,  southern  Indiana,  southern  Illinois,  northern  Kentucky, 
southern  Tennessee,  all  of  Missouri,  southeastern  Nebraska,  central  and 
northeastern  Kansas,  and  northeastern  Oklahoma,     In  those  areas,  folks,  be 
sure  to  plant  after  the  fly-free  date. 
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New  Jersey  Agricultural  Experiment  StatioA  ik  Satisfied  that  a  dry 
feed  calf  mixture  which  it  has  developed  meets  the  lieed  in  territpries  — 
such  as  New  Jersey  —  where  whole  milk  is  sold  from  the  taXmi    The  New  Jer- 
sey dry  feed  rations  contains  commeal,  ground  oats,  ^eat  byan,  linseed  oil- 
meal,  soluhle  blood  flour,  whole  milk,  limestone  and  salt.'    If  you  are  a 
whole  milk  seller  and  want  to  use  a  system  similar  to  the  New  Jersey  plan, 
we  advise  you  to  consalt  your  own  State  exp^tlment  station  and  find  out  what 
they  recommend  for  your  local  conditions. 


For  five  years  Arkansas  frait  specialists  have  been  experimenting  with 
fertilizers  on  peach  trees.     Some  of  the  most  interesting  conclusions  reached 
are  that  there  is  little  difference  in  the  size  of  fruit  on  fertilized  and  un- 
fertilized trees;  they  could  not  say  that  use  of  any  fertilizer  increased 
color  of  peaches;  no  fertilizer  produced  an  increase  in  quality  or  a  differ- 
ence m  firmness  of  fruit.    However,  they  did  find  that  on  some  soils  a  quick- 
ly available  nitrogeneous  fertilizer  gave  very  evident  increases  in  growth 
and  fruit  production.     It  might  pay  you  if  you  grow  frait  to  write  to  your 
State  agricultural  experiment  station,  and  get  fertilizer  recomendation  for 
your  orchard. 


***** 


Down  in  Arkansas,  too,  they  have  been  studying  for  9  years  now  the 
question  of  growing  sweet  sorghms  for    sirup  and  feed.    They  certainly  got 
seasonal  variations  in  yields.    One  year  they  got  15  gallons  of  sirup  from 
an  acre  of  an  early  variety  of  sorghums;  another  year  they  got  238  gallons 
from  a  later  and  better  variety.    They  found  a  correlation  between  June  and 
August  ram-fall  and  the  produx:tion  of  sirup  per  acre.    They  found  many  other 
l^^^^cf^^^''^  ^^'^'^       °^  interest  and  importance  to  people  in  Arkansas  and 
other  States  wnere  sweet  sorghum  production  is  commercially  important. 


**:(c)|c>|t 


Meanwhile,  in  Iowa,  the  animal  husbandmen  were  experimenting  with 
cane  molasses  in  the  ration  used  to  finish  beef  calves.    They  decided  that 
molasses  was  not  an  economical  feed,  under  Iowa  conditions,  for  fattening 
calves. 

***** 


well,  here  we  are  almost  up  to  the  tme  limit.    We  just  have  time  to 
give  you  the  names  and  numbers  of  new  publications  issued  bv  the  U.  S.  De- 
partment of  Agriculture.    This  is  the  book  review  section  of  our  Farm  Science 
.i^apshots,  of  course.    It  is  different  from  most  book  review  sections  in  that 
you  may  have  free  of  charge  any  bulletin  listed  here  each  week.    So,  get  out 
paper  and  pencil  during  the  10-second  pause  I  am  going  to  give  now  before 
sending  you.  this  list  of  good  winter  reading  matter  for  the  fa;m  home.  (10- 
second  pause).    All  ready?    Here  we  gpl 


Farmers'  Bulletin  1601-F. 
Technical  Bulletin  119-T. 


Collection  and  Preservation  of  Insects 
for  Use  in  the  Study  of  Agriculture. 

Influence  of  Freezing  of  Seed  Potatoes 
on  Viability  and  Yield. 


V-..  . 
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Partners*  Bulletin  1568-^; 
Farmers*  Bulletin  1404-F. 
Paxmers'  Bulletin  1593-F. 
Leaflet  45-L. 

Department  Bulletin  1497-D. 
Department  Bulletin  1499-D. 


RaVpit  ^febl:&,sites  and  Diseases. 
Pumping  from  Wells  for  Irrigation. 
TremlDles. 

Pork  in  Preferred  Ways;  ,  , 

Forest  planting  in  the  Lake  States. 
Timber  Growing  and  Cutting  practice 
the  Lodgepole  pine  Region, 


m 


CLOSIITG  AITOOUITCEMEHTt    The  farm  science  snapshotter  will  be  hack  to  you  next 
Saturday  with  a  great  deal  of  news.    Meanwhile,  we  shall  he  pleased  to  comply 
with  your  request  for  any  of  the  new  bulletins  of  the  U.  S.  Department  of  Ag- 
riculture which  he  has  just  enumerated  for  you.    Direct  yOur  request  to  the 
Station  or  to  the  U.  S.  Department  of  Agriculture,  at  Washington,  D.  C. 
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Saturday,  September  28,  1929 


NOT  EOR  PUBLICATION 


AimOUNGElIENT;      A  lO-minutc  round-up  of  the  news  of  the  week  from  the  legion 
cf  men  and  women  who  are  appl^^ing  scientific  and  economic  principles  to  agri- 
culture is  presented  at  this  hour  each  Saturdaj^  by  Station   in  cooper- 
ation with  the  U.  S»  Department  of  Agriculture,    Perhaps  facts  of  practical 
Yalue  to  you  will  be  contained  in  today's  grist  of  farm  science  news.    Here  we 
go. 

— ooOOoo — 

To  begin  with,  let's  take  a  glance  at  the  work  of  the  farm  economists. 
We  note,  first,  that  the  Department  of  Agriculture,  at  the  request  of  the  fed- 
eral Farm  Board,  has  be^  aji  investigation  of  the  grain  storage  situation  and 
the  relation  of  this  situation  to  the  present  prices  of  grain.     The  Depai-tment 
has  sent  experts  to  the  spring-wheat  areas  of  the  Northwest  to  caxry  on  the 
survey. 

And  while  the  experts  are  studying  wheat  storage,  other  economists  have 
been  considering  the  size  of  the  early  potato  crop  '.vhich  will  bring  the  great- 
eat  returns  to  growers.    After  meeting  in  Washington  these  men  representing  5 
Atlantic  Seaboard  States,  and  the  Department  of  Agriculture  recommended  that 
these  States  should  produce  an  early  potato  crop  about  2,000  cars  larger  than 
the  1929  crop.  ^ 

Poultry  marketing  specialists  point  out  a  new  thing  under  the  sun  in 
the  way  of  canned  goods.     It  is  a  ?/hole  cooked  chicken  in  a  tin  can.  Befcre 
cooking,  the  birds  are  inspected  for  whole someness  by  Federal  inspectors.  If 
you  prefer  to  do  yon;Lr  c^m  cooking,  you  now  can  buj^  a  bird  that  has  been  dressed, 
drawn,  and  nard-chilled,  at  the  poultry  plant  end  marketed  in  individual  con- 
tainers under  Governmfint  inspection. 

y 

N«~  let's  see  what  the  scientists  have  been  sa^^in-  during  the  past  week. 
Plant  disease  men  have  just  finished  investigations  which  showed  that\ater- 
melons  in  transit  from  the  South  to  Northern  markets  scmetimps  suffer  injury 
by  contact  with  chemicals, part icularly  fertilizer,  Thich  remains  in  shipping 
cars  from  previous  loadings.     These  men  found  that  there  was  scarcely  any 
chemical  injury  to  melons  when  the  cars  were  thcrcughly  cleaned,  when  the  sid* 
walls  were  lin«d  with  paper,  a:-d  when  the  cars  w^ro  bedded  with  dry  straw  at 
the  rate  cf  3  7.5-pciind  bales  to  the  car.    These  facts,  and  others,  are  con- 
tained m  a  bulletin  which  we  will  list  for  ycu  in  our  bulletin  section  of  new 
publications  at  the  close  of  this  program. 
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7e  aVvavs  pet  a  lot  of  news  from  the  entomologists  from  the  U.  S.  De- 
partment oF  Apiculture  and  from  the  State  exi^eriment  stations.    These  men  are 
?SdTn    the  wfr  ;pon  the  insect^'  which,  according  to  many  authorxtxes.  are  some 
nf  t'xe  4eltlst  material  enemies  GUI'  civilization  faces.     Tnis  week  we  have  a 
rep  ?    fr  rf  fe  ^  !  Spax^tment  of  Agriculture  telling  how  to  -ake  .uild  ngs 
^rSof  asainst  termites*     These  "oest^  simply  play  havod  witn  woodwork  m  nomas 
ard  mbfic  buildings.    The  entomologists  believe  that  one  hundred  dollars  spent 
t^e^a  buUdifg  tennite-proof  in  the  cour.e  of  its  instruction  may  save 
the  owner  thousands  of  lollars  in  repairs  and  replacements  later  on.  ^^'^^ten 
to  .ur  bulletin  board  at  the  close  for  the  nmber  and  title  of  thi^  report  .n 
termites. 

Down  in  IJorth  Carolina,  State  experiment  station  insect  fighters  have 
worked  out  a  method  to  control  the  harlequin  cabbage  bug.     They  trap  the  bugs 
in  small  plots  of  nitabagas  scattered  about  the  farm.     Then  they  spray  tne 
rutabagas  with  a  soap  solution  or  with  creosote.    This  gets  rid  of  a  ^eat 
number  cf  the  first  generation  cf  the  bugs  and  greatly  reduces  the  number  .f 
the  pests  during  the  remainder  uf  the  season. 

The  insect  men  also  are  just  reporting  ways  and  means  to  protect  your 
log  cabin  and  summer  house  made  of  rustic  wood,  or  your  rustic  work  furniture 
from  injurious  insects.     To  prevent  the  damage  they  recommend  cutting  the^logs 
cr  -Doles  which  you're  going  to  use  in  October  or  ITcvemb^.r;  storing  the  cuo 
lot's  .r  poles  off  the  ground  or  under  cover  so  that  they  will  dry  rapidly  and 
thorou~hly  bafore  the  s-oring.    Then  in  the  spring  they  recomend  treaoing  with 
either'crude  pyridine  or  coal-tar  creosote,  dilut.3din  either  case  witn^three^  _ 
parts  of  kerosene  to  one  of  the  pyridine  or  creotiote.    But  if  your  rasoic  caom 
or  furniture  is  already-  being  attacked  you  will  v/ant  not  a  preventive  but  a 
remedy,    llcw  don't  think  that  I'm  afflicted  with  sudden  stammering  wxien  I  tell 
you  what  the  entomologists  recommend  for  this  pm-pcse.    They  say  use  either 
limiid  ortho-di-chlor-o-bcn-zene  or  crystalline  par-a-di-chlor-c-ben-zene. 
But  -perhaps  you'd  better  write  for  the  bulletin  Thich  gives  verj--  extensive  m- 
formatirn.    We'll  list  it  with  the  ether  new  publications  cf  the  week. 


So  much  fcr  the  insect  figiiters.    Ho^7  let»s  see  what's  new  among  the 
animal  husbandmen.    Here's  a  note  on  something  that  isn't  new  but  that  certainly 
is  important—  the  sanitation  system  ^f  hog  protection,    'icre  evidence  oi  its 
profitableness  comes  from  Indiana.    A  farmer  there  has  reported  to  the  Depart- 
ment that  before  using  the  system  he  was  able  to  save  only  4  or  r.  pigs  out  af 
eao-h  litter.  '  This  year,  using  sanitation,  he  raised  7  pigs  v°-r  sew.     Tne  In- 
diana and  Federal  men  estim.ate  that  on  ea-h  fai-m  where  the  sanitation  system, 
was  used,  there  T7as  arx  average  increase  cf  two  pigs  saved  per  sew. 


*  sj!     if  *  *  *  ^<  =it  * 


Oregon  State  Experiment  Station  poultrymcn  have  fvund  a  new  kind 
crippled  chick  v/hich  they  liave  named  CongenitAl  Loco  chick.    But  this  is  or^^ 
time  Y/lien  you  don't  have  to  get  inordinately  alarmed  about  a  new  disease  which 
yippears  to"  threaten  the  bi»od.    The  3regcn  men  conclude  that  Congenital  Loco 
in' chicks  is  v  ^  no  economic  importance  to  the  producer  of  corriaercial  eggs  who 
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jever  mates  his  hens  and  it  is  of  doubtful  economical  importance  to  the  -orr 
ducei'  of  con^nercial  chicks.     The  ma.,  who  wants  to  look  out  fo^ It  is  the  oeii 

SrnoLsf  "^'^  ^  '^'^'^"^  ''''        ^^^-^-^^  Congeniill'^Lf  " 


■jjt  *  *  *  *  *  >)( 


Ilotes  of  farm  science  at  this  time  of  year  would  not  ha  complete  with 
out  giving  you  a  suraraar-  of  some  of  the  man-  d-velo-nnetit ir,  ..TJl  r  I 
Of  the  good  things  of  the  garden  and  the  o^ch^;! f^^^r  n^  L  e'^^onf of 
storage  specialists  of  the  federal  Department,  reminds  us  tharkeep^n/ iust  th. 
right  storage  temperature  for  many  fruits  is  ver  -  irrportant      Ifott  fr'  i f  . 

ih  t  r;7^'^^'"  "  '"'^"^  '^^^'^^^  ^-^^        temperat:i?er  ^Ms  mtn  poLt  ouT"' 
that  Bartlett  peak's  will  keep  twice  as  Ion-,  at  31  de-ees%^ %t^- 
twice  as  long  at  35  degrees  as  at  43  decrees    and  u/CT      n  ?  degrees, 

erature  as  at  53  degreed,     m  otherlo^fsrirtlltr^  Lfw  nVol^tho^t'T 
times  as  long  at  31  degrees  as  at  53  de.o-rees.  ^  ^ 


And  potatoes  also  have  their  storap-e  -oerul  i  =  T>if  m  .  ^. 

tory  temperature  for  storing  the  spul  T^^^^^^H^J!^  ^^0" 
age,  also,  you  need  sufficient  ventilation  to  remove  ?        /""^.^f^*  stor- 

provision  for  excluding  li.ht,     Ihe  tubers  ILliT^    .         /  ^""^  rnoist^ore;  and 


)in. 


annual  repair  bi?r;f  4l  4r  ^^^J^y-t^T^e  plants  required  an  average 

nld  plants  0?  the  sirne  t™     VltnlTl  "        '  ^"^^^^e  for 

oil  were  mads  showeTL  ts  ^f  f'rf  L  ut"?'"toT'^"""'""'"'"'^  °^  ^^^^'^  ^^^^ 
fuel  and  oil  when  a^/era-^ed  ovpr  ^  .^l  ^     ^  --^il^^^tt  hour  for 

the  owner.  ^'^^a^^cL  o.er  a  period  01  one  y«ar  under  ordinar-y  service  to 


economiS:^™  owr  ^t°Lr;.f  '""1'         agricultural  scientists  cr 
you  the  v^.e^i  ZLZ"^::en^^^  ef  J?.^' .  "^''t'"^^^^^       ^'^^--al  jobs  we  send 
the  Civil  Seriice'cr^i:         ^  nil  „  ^^Ll^f  f ^^'^  ^^^^ 
Here  are  the  jobs  for  whi'^h  ex.n^ltU  service  of  Vr.cle  Sam. 

month:    -4griculturS  ErSnee^  ^Srr  ^°  ""^'^^  ^^^^^^  ^^^-^^ 

Sngineer,  S320C  I  $37^f  rvelr^l^i  t  "  ^^---^e  i^ricultural 

$3100  a  year;  Dai  Jfl  \n         indU^  e'rvi^f^'lS'^^'f  ""^'^r^' 

Husbandmar.  (general),  §3200  to  ^'^700  .  ,  ^         ^  year;  Associate  jinimal 

investigati^f),  ^32^0  tT  37  0  fZ^]^t^TtZ^t'  T^'^'^^^  '^^^^ 
dual  purpose  cattle  investigation)  VgOO  tfSinf         ^^^^andman,   (beef  and 
cgist,  $^0C0to  $2500  a  yearf    If    ntteSt.5    t    ?  '^^^"^'^^  Entcmcl- 

Ser^rice  Gon:mission  at  7ashI;.ton    D    ?    fo^  "    .'i^'  '^^'^  Civil 

cation  blanks.  -'^snin^ton,  D.  C.  for  lurther  information  and  for  appli^ 
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And  ncv/  for  ciir  weekl"  julletin  ''iloard  of  new  -.jubli cations,  which  yo\i 
may  obtain  free  of  ch.arge.    Pencils  read:/?    AH  ri^-ht,  -lere  t7s  got 

Eiat  'bulletin  on  Chemical  Injurj^  to  Watermelons  in  Transit  is 
Circular  74- C. 

sH  >;«    -•■  ^-  * 

'And  the  one  on  Termites  in  Buildings  is  Leaflet  ITo.  31-L. 

*  5"! ;;;  :;<  ^.  ^ 

The  cne  on  protecting  Leg  Cabins,  !Rustic  Work  and  Unseasoned  Wood  frcm 
Injurious  Insects  is  Farmers'  Bulletin  No*  1582-?, 

aje  s)e     5{c  sr;  ::^e  sj: 

llcvr,  for  Westerners,  banners'  Bulletin  ITo^  1395-?,  ,  "Beef  Cattle  Produc- 
tion in  the  Range  Area." 

For  Strawberr;-  growers,  Techiiical  Bulletin  lIo.  l22-T,   "Development  of 
Runners  and  Runner  Plants  in  the  Stra'.vberi^y .  " 

Jot  Southern  farmers,  Parmer  s '  Bulletin  ]To.  1276-P,   "The  Velvet  Bean." 

*  *  ^  *  ;;<>!<  ;|e 

And  for  ever  body  interested  in  seeing  just  what  a  big  agricrJtural 
country  this  is,   Separate  Ho. .  1101,  from  the  U.  ,S.  Yearbook  of  Agriculture  fr«r 
1S28,  .  "Agricultural  Maps.'' 

*  *  *  * 

OLO S IITg  ANlTOiniCSLISITT t     Sc  concludes  another  of  the  -weekly  Farm  Science  Snap- 
shots presented  by  Station  in  cooperation  -.vith  the  U.  S.  Department  of 

Agriculture,    All  publications  listnd  on  the  "bulletin  beard"  at  the  close  of 
th«?se  broadcasts  each  week  ma;'  be  had  for  the  asking,  .  Direct  your  requests 
to  this  station  or  direct  to  the  IT.  S.  Department  of  Agriculture,  Washington, 
D. .  C. 
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